
Saudi Arabia



Saudi Arabia’s General Aviation Strategy 2030 calls for an 
ambitions plan to develop and activate 6 dedicated airports 
and 9 dedicated terminals throughout the country, increasing 
the general aviation activity in the Kingdom by more than 4x 
the current volumes. Achieving this vision will require 
substantial investment, and while the Kingdom is already 
making large efforts to facilitate the strategy, these goals can 
be further accelerated by addressing the existing gaps in the 
regulatory framework and airspace management
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Closing these gaps requires a holistic approach that 
integrates all key elements, supported by clear and 
streamlined regulations to foster an efficient general aviation 
ecosystem.
Introducing systematic methods to lift operational 
limitations, establish enhanced approval mechanisms for 
deviation procedures, simplify certification, authorization, 
licensing and conversion processes aligning closer with 
international standards, and optimize cost structures - all 
may contribute to the removal of roadblocks for general 
aviation growth
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Currently, significant portion of airspace in the Kingdom is 
reserved for military use, combined with a complex approval 
processes to access the controlled airspace. 
Introduction of a more dynamic airspace structure with 
flexible use zones and defined low-altitude corridors 
dedicated to General Aviation as well as implementation of 
the streamlined processes for obtaining flight permits could 
become one of the cornerstones to unlocking Saudi skies to 
widespread general aviation operations. And let’s not forget 
the future Advanced Air Mobility operations that will require 
specific airspace management procedures and technologies



Saudi Arabia needs a robust network of qualified MROs 
specifically dedicated to various general aviation 
applications to encourage fleet expansion and operational 
sustainability, independence from foreign MROs, reduced 
turnaround times and costs, logistic efficiency and on-time 
maintenance, as well as reduced barriers to entry and 
expansion to allow for new market players.

Some of these efforts can be targeted 
towards streamlining MRO stations 
certification processes and satellite 
expansion opportunities, alignment 
of requirements for facilities and 
staff with international standards 
for simplified transitioning and 
permitting of multi-layer 
ground handling contracts, 
to name a few
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Today, there is an insufficient pool of talent to provide general 
aviation services along with lack of training opportunities in 
the country. Recruiting and training skilled personnel, including 
pilots, mechanics, and support staff is essential for the 
successful achievement of the intended strategy targets.

Investing in new and continuous 
training programs to raise local 

talent and partnering with foreign 
civil aviation authorities and 
certified training providers to 

facilitate international training 
programs accessibility for local 

talent may turn the situation 
around to meet future demand



Infrastructure to support general aviation activity should be 
developed in close collaboration with the industry and 
tailored to the type of services offered to facilitate smooth 
logistics and quick turnaround times. Immediate attention 
should be paid to masterplans of the main airports in KSA 
currently under development. In addition, planned 
infrastructure should be ready to accommodate Advanced 
Air Mobility (such as eVTOL operations) in the future. Special 
attention is to be paid to the implementation of security 
measures in these general aviation facilities
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Leave the comments below 
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